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Described with accompanying photographs is education 
for blind and partially sighted children between 7 and 20 years of 
age in special residential schools in the Soviet Union. Discussed is 
vocational education in 120 vocational polytechnic schools for the 
blind and partially sighted from 1st to 11th forms (grades), 
sanatorium schools from 1st to 11th forms; secondary general day and 
correspondence schools from 3rd to 11th forms; and specialized 
schools. Noted are two 9-year general vocational schools for the 
mentally retarded and blind, a school for the deaf and blind, 1-year 
preschool groups, and preschools for 3- to 6-year-old children with 
amblyopia. Given are details about curriculum such as emphasis on 
fundamentals of science, speech and sensory development, knowledge of 
life through personal discovery, and work in the Komosol (Communist 
youth group) at the secondary level. Also discussed are hours of 
study, transfer policies, health services, and admittance to schools 
based on visual acuity. Mentioned are stress on work with objects in 
primary forms, enrichment experiences such as hikes, use of technical 
devices such as radio and television, and provision for well- lighted 
study rooms for subjects such as physics and art at the senior form 
level, students with special aptitudes are said to attend specialized 
general vocational schools that emphasize subjects such as music 
education and mathematics and to later enter into professions. Other 
students are said to specialize in skilled trades or agriculture (the 
severely visually handicapped). (HC) 



ERLC 



EDUCATION Zemtsova 

OF THE BLIND AND 
PEOPLE WITH 
WEAK SIGHT 
IN THE USSR 




US DEPARTMENTOF HEALTH. 
EDUCATION WELFARE 
NATIONALINSTITUTEOF 
EDUCATION 
THli OOCUVENT HAS BEEN REPRO 
nucFO EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FftOW 
?HrPERS0N 0i ORGANIZATION ORlCm 
It'no't POmlSOFVlE^OROPN.^^^^^ 
STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY REPMt 
SENTOFnCIALNATlONALINST.TUTEOF 
EOUCATiON POSITION OR POUCV 



lit 




THH AIL ^--in ssiA so<:n:iv ron 

Till- ULIM) 



^ EDUCATION 
T- OF THE BLIND AND 
^ PEOPLE WITH 
^ WEAK SIGHT 
IN THE USSR 



MATI-RIALS I-OU JllV. SHSSlOX 
Ol- Till': I:.\f:CL:TI\ B CO.MAllTTHU 
OF Tfll-: WORLD UNIOX 
f-OR THE WHIJ-Ai?!: OF TIIF BLIM) 





MOSCOW - I y-2 



ERIC 



Modern society aiakes high demands on all-round de- 
velopment of -an' individual and his educational, labour 
and polytcchnical traititng. The development of culture, 
science and technology in the Soviet Union called for 
compulsory secondary education, perfectioning oJ its con- 
tent, methods and teaching technical subjects. Cliildrcn 
with poor sight study at special secondary schools wliidi 
are components of the general sNStein of national edu- 
cation. They are educated and brought up with due ac- 
count of their specific development of various degree of 
loss of vision. 

Special schools enjoy constant concern of the Soviet 
government, Tliey are tnaintained on state funds and are 
under the .Ministries of Education of the USSR, Union 
republics and their local organs. 

liducation and upbringing in these schools, just as in 
general schools, are free from religious influence. In the 
process of education school instills in the pupils scientific 
and materialistic outlook. 

At schools for blind and (or partially blind children 
study pupils aged l)et\vcen 7 and ID-20, irregardless of 
their nationality, race, religious beliefs or social standing 
of their parents. Boys and girls slud\' together. 
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All scliools for bliiu] and partially blind children arc, 
MX ttvct, boarding schools, Tlic free^of'charge upkeep is fi- 
nanced by the i^tate. The responsibility (or education of 
the blind and partially blind children and for creatine the 
appropriate conditions for their education lies with the 
local organs of public pedagogues with a higher special 
pedagogical odi/calion received at the faculties of de- 
feclology of teacher\s institutes work at schools [or blind 
and partially blind children. 

The teaching of cliildren with defective evesight is ba^ 
sed on scientific prhiciples. The Institute of Dcfcctologv of 
the LSSR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences and the'de- 
partmenls of defectoiogy of Ihc pedagogical institute are 
condvicting scientific research in special pedagogics and 
psychology for the bhnd and those with poor sight. 

The general compulsory education in our country also 
embraces children with defective sight. 

To realize the general secondary education and pre- 
pare pupils for life aiid work in the Soviet society a diffe- 
rential network of special schools was set up. 'Thev in- 
dude: 

Secondary general vocational polytechnic schools, se- 
parate for blind and for children with poor sight, com- 
prisirjg preparatory and from the first to eleventh forms. 

Secondary general vocational polytechnic schools of 
the sanatorium type for children witli weak heaUh com- 
prising preparatory and from the first to eleventh forms. 

Secondary general day and correspondence schools for 
the blind and partially hfind workers comprising from the 
third to eleventh forms. 

The systen) of general education schools in lUo USSR 
for children with defective sight includes incomplete se- 
condary general education vocational polytechnic special 
scf)ools comprising preparatory and from the first to ele- 
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neral type. Itdih pre-scliool establishments cfuldroii with 
delective vision mny enter either speeial schools for chil- 
dren witli defective eye^sight or into tlie first form of a 
genera); -school provided that their eve-sight allows them 
to study in the usual conditions. Thus al! children with 
defective eye-sighl beginiiing from the age of seven may 
receive educatloii and be prepared for life and work in 
the present-day society at this or thai pre^school educa- 
tional establishment, 

There are 120 special general vocational polvteclmic 
schools for children with defective eve-sight in the USSR 
totalling nearly 20.000 pupils. The extensive network oi 
the special schools for blind and parlialiv blind warranted 
introduction of differentiated education. 'A broad network 
of day and correspondeiice schools was set up for blind 
adults so that they could combine work with studies. 

The geiteral secondary special school aims al all-round 
development of personality, giving pupils profound know- 
ledge of the fundainentnls oi science, moulding in them 
materialistic world outlook, comnumist consciousness and 
morality: it aims at giving them physical, labour and 
aesthetic education and polytechnic training. The general 
special school prepares pupils for life, labour, conscien- 
tioiis selection of trade, contiiuiation of education in high- 
er schools and for self education. .As distinct from gene- 
ral public school, general special schools for blind and 
partially blind iiUroduce V(»catiorial trainittg by trades 
based on the general educational atui politechm*c approach. 
The tasks of a school of this kind is to conduct corrective- 
educational work the aim of which is to prevent, correct 
and compensate the shortcomings of the organs of toucli, 
speech and of physical developmciU of pupils, to imple- 
ment medical, preventive and health-improving measures 
and also to protect aful develop partial sight of the pupils. 
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Ilk' si'cniuiary scIidoI couples ils leaching and educa- 
lional work with lik\ Icaclies pupils to undorstaiid laws 
of tlio development of nature ai^d sociolv, instills iti tliem 
scientific worlil outlook. 

The slriJclure of Ihe special socoiidarv school eiivi- 
saiTos education and primary study in the preparatory aiul 
in the first to third forn^s. This corresponds to the anuuuit 
of knowleil^e receiveil in the same forms of the general 
public school. The syllabus of the fourth to ninth forms 
of the special school corresponds to the general level of 
the fourth to eighth form of l!je public schoo). 

All general special scIkioIs have preparatorv classes 
for seven-year*old children. 

Ifi these classes secondarv defects in piivsieal deve- 
lopment ami in fiiilures of the senses of touch and of 
speech hi children are preventoil and corrected bv spe- 
cially directed corrective and educational work. At tlie 
same time pupils are being prepared for svstcniatic stu- 
dies at school; they go over the material of Uie first class 
and this allows ihem to master the syllabus of a (hree- 
\ear primary education course of ihe public school in four 
\ears. 

A\uch altcntioti in the process of teaching in the pre- 
paratory class is paid to the ile\'elopiiig in children percep* 
tion. observation, develojinient of speech, thinking activitv 
and in their abilitv to find th eir way aboul. P(i[uls are 
taught to think by bringing them in direct contact with 
objects and |irocesses of surrounding life, by observing plie- 
nen)ena of nature, life and work of Ihe people. And this, of 
course, envisages independent practical activity of the pu- 
|mIs helping them to develop activitv and iudei)endciice, 
space in the t(\'ichir]g and educational v\ork is 
given to Pioneer activities, and in senior forms to Kom- 



si>iiu)l work anil \\w parliupatioti of voutfi in the school 
self-adniinislralion. 

^ Vo make the teaching and educational work more ef- 
teclive at schools for blind and partially blind cliildrcn 
the normal complement for classes is ten to twelve pupils. 
Kach class has its permanent master. The complement for 
classes h\ the au.xilian schfjots for blind arul partiallv 
blind children is five to seven pupils. 

The conlingent of pupils with defective sight is rather 
dissimilar and varies as to the degree, clinical forms and 
etiolo^^y of distorition of \ isioii hy the diseases and distur- 
bances of l!ie central nervous system accompanying blind* 
ness and partial loss of sight. It should be noted that with 
years childrenss blindness steadilv decreases due to better 
medical and preventive help given' to children and mothers. 
Thus in the i^ussiaii I'ederation absoUttelv blind children 
in relation to the general contingent of pupils of the special 
schools for blind children comprised 24 per cent in 1958, 
13.() |>er cent in 1903 aiul G per cent (in some schools 8 per- 
cent) in 191)8-69. In this connection schools for blind child- 
ren have in the main a complement of pupils with a visual 
acuit\ of O.Of) to 0.3-0.5 ndmiited from the general public 
schools. There are also changes in the contingent of pupils 
cis regards clinical forms of eye-sig))t dislorlion. With every 
year the lumiber of pupils with the earlier acquired forms 
of blindness and poor sight decreases noticeably. These 
children make u|) individual classes for pupils with poor 
sight. 

The teaching and educational work in secondary special 
sciioois ts carried out in accordance with the cirricnla and 
syllabuses approved by the USSR Ministry of Education. 
Pupils in schools for the blind study by braille textbooks. 
Pupils with poor sight study by textbooks with large print 
iifui clear illustrations. 
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TI)o curricniiiili of n .socoiuliJry special scliool for bliuil 
cliiUiren has Ihe following inaxiinum obligatory study liours 
(including vocational lessons, lessons in physical cuUnro 
ami art): proparcitory and ir (lie first (o kmdh forrns-^-l 
hours, from the fifth to sovent-30, from eighth to tenth-32 
ami the eleventh form has 34 hours a week. Uesiiles, ii^ or- 
der to give the pupils more extensive knowledge in physics, 
matliemalics, antura! and humanitarian sciences arul in 
order to develop varied interests and abilities in the pupils 
and to better prepare them for life and work in the field 
chosen additional hours of optional studies are inchtded in 
the curricnium of the sixth lo elcvculh forms (all in all 20 
hours a week). 

Group and individual 2-honr a week sessions in each 
chiss of the preparatory and in forms one lo four are envi- 
sage<l in the curriculum to correct physical inaptitude of the 
ehiidren. In order to correct speech anil sensory defects in 
hiiftd chilclrerr differeftfiated grou(> and ifidividual sessions 
are being held for two hours a week in the preparatory and 
in the first to third forms and for one h.our a week in forms 
irom four to six. The curricvilum of forms six-eight also eti^ 
visages proiluction practicals, lu>usekecping ami house- 
crafts. 

The curriculuru of schools (or childreu w ith poor sight 
has certain ilislinctious from that for schools of blind chil- 
dren: in the preparatory and in the first to fonrlh forms ^ 
24 hours a week» in the fifth to seventh forms 30 hours, hi 
the eighth lo ninth forms --3I, in the 10th 32 and in the 
1 1th " - 33 hours a week. 13 hours are devoted to optional 
sessions in each of the seventh to eleventh forms. The curri- 
cidum of schools for children with poor sight, just as at 
schools for the blind, envisages group and iudividual ses- 
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sions for llio corr^.\'linii (if physiciil, sensory :iiut speech 
defects and al<o prudiielioii praclicals. 

The hliiui niid pnrtixiUy blind pu]>ils are f^^iveii ii yood 
ktiowledf^e in accordance will) the syllnluis of lUe <(encral 
edncatioii school. This t;i\es llieni right to enter higher edu- 
cational establishments, specialised trade schools and other 
vocational schools on a i)ar with other students. 

Pupils of the special schools have the ritjht to transler 
tron\ a special school to currespomling ^'erieral public 
school. The secondary ^'eneral vocational polytechnic school 
.onibininy uoiieral and polytechnic education \villi produc- 
lion Irannnt: for this or tliat concrete trade is» just as the 
f^eneral public school, the basic type of schools for persons 
wilfi dcfectiNc sight. 

Special schools are complctnented by the republican, ter- 
I'ilorial and regional medico-pedagogical coniniissions in 
accordance U'ith the instructions of the USSR A\inistry of 
Hducation. 

These commissions include liighly-cpialified specialists: 
school headmaster, children's psychoneurologisi^ oculist, pe- 
dagogue-defcctologist, specialist in speech correction, ear- 
no<e and throat specialist, representatives of the public edu- 
caMon and public health departments. 

Children with a visual acuity of 0.04 iti the healthier eye 
with the correction and with concentric narrowing of the vi- 
sual field down to 35^ or with central scotoma are admitted 
uito schools for the blind. 

WHien there are certain clinical forms of \ision distiir- 
l)ancc the school for the blind admits cliildrcn with a visual 
acuity of 0.03 to 0.08 in the healthier eye (with atrophy of 
optic nerve, pigment dystrophy of retina and other ritinili- 
scr, choreorelinitiser, dystrophy of the yellow spot in cases 
of maligiunit and progressive short-sightedness, bydropht- 
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halmia and otlicr kinds of glaucoma and also in cases of 
other progressive diseases leading to loss of sight). 

Children with a visual acuity within 0.05-0.08 with cor- 
rection in the healthier eye are admitted into schools for 
IhobC with poor sight, The ability to read hiack print point 
9 and reading test tables (at a distaticc nu'ninium 15 cm) is 
also taken into consideration. 

Special schools for the blind and partially blind pupils 
provide various oral and visual study aids and special tech- 
nical devices. 

Much attention is given to laboratory and practical 
work, excursions and purposeful observations. Iti order to 
promote thinking activity and independence in the pnpib 
use is made of various logical exercises and problems, the 
end aim of which is to teach them niethods of analysis, syn- 
thesis, systematisation of material, determination of defini- 
tions, use of theoretical reasonings, arui argnmenls. Gra- 
phic, measurifig, calculating and cognitive problems are 
widely used in teaching polytechnic subjects. 

Wirious meteorological and phenologfcal observations 
lielp the pupils to acquire comprehensive knowledge. Aesth- 
etic edncation of the blind and partially blind pupils inclu- 
des teaching pupils drawitig, draughtsinanship, introducing 
them to arts, painting, sculpture atut architecture. To etirich 
pnpils' experience and develop in them sense of observation 
excursions ami tonrist hikes are being organised which 
broaden their horizon. In primary forms lessons are con- 
ducted on objects. 

Pupils put their kiiowledgc to practice during study ses- 
sions iti nature rooms, in school workshops, when working 
oti models at a laboratory or when studying ABCs of clec- 
fricaf engineering. 

Scientific and technical progress increases the flood of 




itifonnalioii. Tcvliiiicijl devices are one of the most inipor- 
taul means of obtaining information. With their lielp blind 
pupils master the fundamentals of science at secondary 
schools, receive higher education, polytechnic aud speciali- 
sed knowledge and skill. This is a very important factor of 
the employjiienl of the pupils with due account of their abi- 
lities and interests. Special technical devices help to extend 
cognitive al)ilities and get to know the achievements of the 
present-day science, culture and technology, freely find 
one's way about at physical culture or sports sessions, when 
engaged in work or when doing house chores. A place of 
great importafice in obtaining information is occupied by 
radio and television, widely used in study processes. 

In schools for children with poor sight they itse optical 
means of correction of defective vision and a "talking book*\ 

In senior forms in schools for blind pupils and for those 
with poor sight a study-room system is introduced. Nearly 
every school has study-rooms in physics» astronomy, math- 
ematics, chemistry, art, special graphics, literature, history, 
etc. Pupils receive their vocatiotial training at school's work- 
shops and in electrical engineeriiig and machine fundamen- 
tals study-rooms. All study-rooms have plenty of study aids 
and special equipment. 

Additional lighting of study rooms is provided at schools 
for the blind pupils and for children with poor sight. 

Secondary specialised general vocational polytechnic 
schools may differ in the ways of training pupils for their 
life and work, they may give them different qualtftcalions 
or prepare them for further study at a higher school. For 
instance, there are secondary special schools with produc- 
tion or musical education, or with classccs in mathematics 
for those who show abilities in mathematics. Very often 
those two take up mathematics work after school as pro- 
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^^riininiists, co!ii(>iitcr operators, while cotUiiiitini^ their stn- 
tlios at higher .scfmols where iiiathoniatics is the chief sub- 
ject. After graduating the institute Ihcy usually work as 
lecturers or scientific workers at research institutes. 

A certain part of school graduates with poor sight goes 
(o work in various fields of agriculture. Pupils who finish 
schools where they mostly teach music or special nmsic 
schools cuter on a par with others the Conservatory or are 
offered work in line with tlicir speciality at various cultural 
establishtnciits. 

Part of the pupils, mainly frotn schools for those with 
poor sight, to continue their education enter educational 
estahlishntents of the general system of trade education in 
their speciality. 

To give blind youths professional Iraitiing a music 
sdiool and a sciiool of masseurs have been organised in the 
USSR. Besides there is a wide range of professional and 
production traiju'ng in the svstem of the societies for the 
blind. 

Graduates of the general and vocational schools find 
their place in life arid in the field of work chosen, A consi- 
derable number of them after finishing secondary schools 
continue their education in higher schools in mathematics, 
history, philology^ foreign languages, music, law and so on. 

After finishing higher schools blind people work i!t their 
fields as teachers, scientific workers, lawyers, writers, eco- 
nomists, computer operators and chiefs of computer centres, 
special shops and enterprises. 

Among the blind society members are many wonderful 
people who have perfected their abilities to the full: 28 doc- 
tors and 100 candidates of science. This all goes to signify 
the effectiveness of education, upbringing and preparing 
blind and people with poor sight for life and work. 
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A considernblc [niiiiher of yrndualo.s of secondary 
schools work ns skillcil workers {\[ riuxiorri iiuiuslrial enter- 
prises inaiiufactiirin^ various and complicated ariieles. 

The system of eiliieatioii of blind and of people with poor 
sight clianj^fes and imjiroves willi tlie demands of Hfe. The 
past 10 years saw a eonsiderable rise of the educational le- 
vel of tlio blind and people with poor sight. In priiieiple tiie 
transition to iticomplele secondary and secondary education 
has tjccn effected, it can l)e seen from the above cited enrri- 
ciriiifii that (fie edticatlon in special scfiools became richer 
in content. Tlie blind and people with poor sight receive 
knowledge in fnll accordance with the syllabus of the gene- 
ral public 8- and 10- year secondary sctiool. The study of 
art» special graphics, electrical engineering, fundamentals 
of machines has been also introduced. The last two subject 
are part of tlie vocational and production education. 

Higher iiUellectual demands to production work in spe- 
cial schools radically changed methods, conteiit and organi- 
sation of labour training. Xew profiles of industrial work 
have beeti introduced. Optional study sessions at pupils* 
choice have been started for developing their abilities, more 
extensive study of the fundamentals of sciences and special 
technical konwledge. {''or blind children and those with poor 
sight with accompanying diseases new types of special 
schools (auxiliary school, a school for the deaf-and^lind) 
have been set up. In tbe system of the A\inistry of Social 
Security schools were opened for restoring working capa- 
city in the blind» scbools engaged in labour and medical 
rehabilitation of the people with the loss of sight. 

All the work of the development of the system of educa- 
tion, improvement of content, methods and organisation of 
study processes was the result of the great concern about 
special schools displayed by the Soviet state and also of the 
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Oplic.}} moans i>f \ isio?^ correction dcvolopoii ul the Svorii- 
lov>k rt'scaroU la{>orat(>r\ of Uio Ro!>\Mrch his^titutc of 
Uiopir\ 



